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Abstract 
This article examines the urgency of teaching English to young learners 
(early grade students) in the era of globalization. Early foreign language 
learning is believed to provide a strong foundation for children's linguistic 
and cognitive development. The discussion encompasses various relevant 
teaching methods and strategies, emphasizing the importance of age-
appropriate and interest-based approaches, as well as the integration of 
technology in language learning. The success of early grade English 
education is greatly influenced by teachers’ ability to create a positive and 
stimulating learning environment. This is supported by second language 
acquisition theories such as Krashen’s Affective Filter Hypothesis (Krashen, 
1985), which highlights the importance of low-anxiety settings; the Play-
Based Learning principle (Pramling Samuelsson & Asplund Carlsson, 2008), 
which recognizes play as a natural learning medium for children; Gardner’s 
Multiple Intelligences theory (Gardner, 1983), which encourages a variety of 
methods to accommodate different learning styles; and the development of 
Communicative Competence (Hymes, 1972; Canale & Swain, 1980) as the 
primary goal of language instruction. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Mastery of foreign languages, particularly English, has become a crucial 

element in today’s global landscape, permeating all fields of science, technology, and 
intercultural communication. Echoing Goethe’s assertion that knowing a foreign 
language enables a deeper understanding of one’s native tongue, early English 
education is viewed as a strategic investment in human capital development. As 
English serves as a Global Lingua Franca (ELF) (Seidlhofer, 2011), learners are 
expected to acquire competencies that transcend national boundaries. This necessity 
underpins the development of Intercultural Communicative Competence (Byram, 
1997) as a key educational objective, often reflected in national Language Policies 
(Spolsky, 2004) designed to maximize Early Language Learning Advantages, 
including enhanced cognitive flexibility (Bialystok, 2001). 

The urgency of acquiring English is further emphasized by its role as a gateway 
to global information—most of which is predominantly available in this language—
as well as its vital function in the tourism industry and international relations. The 
phenomenon of Globalization (Block & Cameron, 2002) has significantly increased the 
demand for English language skills in the global labor market, positioning it as a 
valuable form of Linguistic Capital (Bourdieu, 1991). Many learners are driven by 
Instrumental Motivation (Gardner & Lambert, 1972), perceiving English as a means to 
achieve academic or career-related goals. Understanding the paradigm of Global 
Englishes (Kachru, 1985; Jenkins, 2009) is also essential to appreciate the diversity of 
English usage worldwide and to prepare students to communicate effectively across 
varied contexts. 
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Recognizing the need for a strong foundation, numerous education systems 
around the world—including, as alluded to in the original text, Uzbekistan—have 
adopted policies to introduce English instruction at earlier stages of formal education, 
often starting from the first grade of primary school. This policy shift is part of broader 
Educational Reforms (Fullan, 2007) aimed at increasing national competitiveness 
through the enhancement of Human Capital (Schultz, 1961). Although debates around 
the Critical Period Hypothesis (Lenneberg, 1967; Hyltenstam & Abrahamsson, 2003) 
persist, many agree on the advantages of age sensitivity in language acquisition. 
Implementing these policies requires the development of clear National Curriculum 
Standards aligned with the developmental stages of young learners. 

Theoretically, support for early language learning comes from various 
perspectives. Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory (Vygotsky, 1978) underscores the 
importance of social interaction and scaffolding in the learning process, which is 
particularly relevant in language education. Teaching approaches should also 
consider Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development (Piaget, 1952) to ensure that 
materials and activities are developmentally appropriate. Additionally, Dörnyei’s 
Motivation Theory (Dörnyei, 2005) stresses the need for strategies that nurture and 
sustain young learners' interest. From an information processing perspective, the 
Connectionism model (Rumelhart & McClelland, 1986) suggests that learning occurs 
through the strengthening of neural network connections, which can be optimized 
through rich exposure and practice during early childhood. 

 
METHOD 

This article adopts a Literature Review Methodology to analyze and 
synthesize relevant theories and practices concerning English language instruction in 
early primary classrooms (approximately ages 6–8). The conceptual analysis is 
grounded in core ideas from primary source texts and enriched by theoretical 
frameworks from the field of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Principles and Early 
Childhood Education. This approach aims to identify effective teaching strategies 
aligned with the principles of Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) (NAEYC, 
2020). The process also implicitly incorporates elements of Needs Analysis (Brown, 
1995), particularly in relation to the characteristics of young learners in foreign 
language learning contexts. 

The review focuses on teaching methods that have proven effective according 
to both literature and theoretical underpinnings. The framework of Task-Based 
Language Teaching (TBLT) (Willis, 1996; Ellis, 2003) is prioritized for its emphasis on 
authentic language use in communicative tasks. The Content and Language 
Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach (Coyle, Hood, & Marsh, 2010) is also considered 
relevant for integrating language learning with other subject areas. Moreover, the 
crucial role of technology is acknowledged through Computer-Assisted Language 
Learning (CALL) (Warschauer & Healey, 1998; Chapelle, 2001), and the importance of 
addressing student diversity is emphasized through Differentiated Instruction 
(Tomlinson, 1999). 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The review findings indicate that introducing English language learning at an 

early primary level can offer significant developmental benefits. Policy shifts 
regarding the appropriate starting age for English instruction, as referenced in 
primary texts, align with research findings that suggest Enhanced Metalinguistic 
Awareness (Bialystok, 2001) among bilingual children or those exposed to a second 
language early in life. Exposure to comprehensible input (i+1), as per Krashen's Input 
Hypothesis (Krashen, 1985), is believed to be more readily processed at a young age 
due to greater Brain Plasticity. Beyond cognitive and linguistic advantages, early 
foreign language learning may also foster Positive Attitudes towards Other Cultures 
(Cenoz, 2009). 

Nevertheless, implementing English language instruction at this stage is not 
without its challenges. Language Transfer or Interference from the first language 
(Lado, 1957; Odlin, 1989) is a common phenomenon that requires strategic handling 
by teachers. Learners' language anxiety can heighten the Affective Filter (Krashen, 
1985), impeding the acquisition process. Other significant challenges include gaps in 
Teacher Competence and Training (Freeman & Johnson, 1998; Borg, 2006) and the 
limited Availability of Engaging and Appropriate Learning Resources. 

A key strategy discussed is the adaptation of methods and materials to suit 
children's age and interests. The use of songs, games, stories, and physical activities is 
highly recommended. Methods such as Total Physical Response (TPR) (Asher, 1977) 
are effective because they connect language with physical action, aligning with 
children's natural learning styles. This supports the principle of Play-Based Learning 
(Pramling Samuelsson & Asplund Carlsson, 2008), which recognizes play as a central 
context for learning. The use of Storytelling in Language Education (Morgan & 
Rinvolucri, 1983; Ellis & Brewster, 2014) is also shown to be a powerful tool for 
delivering meaningful language input, consistent with Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal 
Development (ZPD) (Vygotsky, 1978), where structured narratives guide learner 
understanding. 

Another effective strategy involves integrating technology and gamification. 
The use of CALL, including interactive applications, educational videos (cartoons), 
and online learning platforms, can significantly increase student engagement, as 
supported by CALL effectiveness research (Stockwell, 2012; Golonka et al., 2014). 
Gamification in Education (Deterding et al., 2011; Kapp, 2012), through the use of 
game elements (points, badges, leaderboards), can enhance both intrinsic and extrinsic 
motivation. Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) (Kukulska-Hulme & Shield, 
2008) provides learning with flexibility and accessibility. The design of digital 
materials should consider Multimedia Learning Principles (Mayer, 2009) for cognitive 
effectiveness. 

Finally, creating a supportive classroom environment through individualized 
attention, positive feedback, and encouragement of active participation is essential. 
Providing students with opportunities to produce language (speaking, simple 
writing), in line with Swain’s Output Hypothesis (Swain, 1985/1995), allows them to 
test linguistic hypotheses and automatize knowledge. Corrective Feedback strategies 
(Lyster & Ranta, 1997; Ellis, 2009) should be applied judiciously to maintain 
motivation. Encouraging Communicative Classroom Interaction Patterns (Long, 1983 

https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti


 

 
International Education Trend Issues 

Volume 3, Number 1, 2025 
https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti  

 

29 | International Education Trend Issues | this site and metadata is licensed under a  

 Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 

– Interaction Hypothesis) and gradually fostering Learner Autonomy (Benson, 2001; 
Little, 2007) are key to long-term success in language learning. 
 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Overall, early primary English instruction represents a strategic educational 

investment with substantial long-term potential benefits. Its success depends not only 
on the early start but also on the quality of instructional implementation—particularly 
approaches that are innovative, child-centered, and make effective use of technology. 
Establishing a positive learning environment where students feel safe to experiment 
with language, supported through appropriate Scaffolding (Wood, Bruner, & Ross, 
1976), is fundamental to achieving the core objective: the development of 
Communicative Competence (Hymes, 1972; Canale & Swain, 1980). Assessment 
practices that generate Positive Washback (Alderson & Wall, 1993) are also crucial in 
supporting the learning process and promoting a culture of Lifelong Learning. 

Based on the above discussion, the following recommendations are proposed 
for stakeholders (government, schools, teachers): 
1. Develop a flexible, contextual English curriculum for early grades that aligns with 

child development principles. 
2. Provide ongoing Professional Development programs for teachers (Guskey, 2002), 

focusing on child language pedagogy, technology integration (e.g., TPACK model 
– Mishra & Koehler, 2006 or SAMR – Puentedura, 2006), and Reflective Teaching 
Practices (Schön, 1983). 

3. Ensure the availability of diverse, engaging, and high-quality learning resources. 
4. Encourage the creation of inclusive school and classroom environments and the 

implementation of Culturally Responsive Pedagogy (Gay, 2000; Ladson-Billings, 
1995) to respect the diverse backgrounds of all learners. 

 
Referensi  

Abdiloyev, S. O. (2022). Nemis tili darslarida frazeologizmlardan 
foydalanishning innovatsion usullari. Архив научных исследований, 2(1). 

ABOUT STRUCTURALLY-SEMANTIC FEATURES OF QUESTIONS IN 
DIFFERENT SYSTEM LANGUAGES 

Borg, S. (2001). Self-perception and practice in teaching grammar.* ELT Journal, 
55*(1), 21-29. 

Canale, M., & Swain, M. (1980). Theoretical bases of communicative 
approaches to second language teaching and testing. Applied Linguistics, 1(1), 1-47.    

Chapelle, C. A. (2001). Computer Applications in Second Language 
Acquisition: Foundations for Teaching, Testing and Research. Cambridge University 
Press.    

Coyle, D., Hood, P., & Marsh, D. (2010). CLIL: Content and Language 
Integrated Learning. Cambridge University Press. 

Crystal, D. (2003). English as a Global Language (2nd ed.). Cambridge 
University Press. 

Cотвалдиева, Х. М. (2016). Семантика английских пословиц. Ученый XXI 
века, 24. 

https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


 

 
International Education Trend Issues 

Volume 3, Number 1, 2025 
https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti  

 

30 | International Education Trend Issues 

Deterding, S., Dixon, D., Khaled, R., & Nacke, L. (2011). From game design 
elements to gamefulness: Defining "gamification". Proceedings of the 15th 
International Academic MindTrek Conference: Envisioning Future Media 
Environments, 9-15.    

Dörnyei, Z. (2005). The Psychology of the Language Learner: Individual 
Differences in Second Language Acquisition. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.    

Ellis, R. (2003). Task-based Language Learning and Teaching. Oxford 
University Press. 

Gardner, H. (1983). Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences. Basic 
Books. 

Gay, G. (2000). Culturally Responsive Teaching: Theory, Research, and 
Practice. Teachers College Press.    

HM Sotvaldieva, УЧЕНЫЙ XXI ВЕКА, 2017 
Hyltenstam, K., & Abrahamsson, N. (2003). Maturational constraints in SLA. In 

C. J. Doughty & M. H. Long (Eds.), The Handbook of Second Language Acquisition 
(pp. 539-588). Blackwell Publishing.    

Hymes, D. H. (1972). On communicative competence. In J. B. Pride & J. Holmes 
(Eds.), Sociolinguistics: Selected Readings (pp. 269-293). Penguin Books.    

Ibragimovna, G. M., & Faxridinovna, Q. D. (2022). Comparative Analysis of the 
Uzbek and English Somatic Proverbs. Miasto Przyszłości, 28, 319-323. 

Kapp, K. M. (2012). The Gamification of Learning and Instruction: Game-based 
Methods and Strategies for Training and Education. Pfeiffer.    

Kholmatova, E., & Sotvaldieva, K. (2023, April). THE PLACE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE OF ADJECTIVE WORDS USED IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION. In 
Academic International Conference on Multi-Disciplinary Studies and Education 
(Vol. 1, No. 4, pp. 21-23). 

Krashen, S. D. (1985). The Input Hypothesis: Issues and Implications. 
Longman. 

Ladson-Billings, G. (1995). Toward a theory of culturally relevant pedagogy. 
American Educational Research Journal, 32(3), 465-491.    

Lenneberg, E. H. (1967). Biological Foundations of Language. Wiley. 
Masharipova, A. T., & Sotvaldieva, H. M. (2021). To the question of relationship 

between language and culture on the material of russian and uzbek languages. Asian 
Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities, 11(11), 407-410. 

Methods of teaching English. G.V.Rogova. Moscow 1983 
Mirxamidovna, M. G., & Musinovna, S. H. (2022). Communicative 

Characteristics of Proverbs and Languages. International Journal of Formal 
Education, 1(10), 11-17. 

Musinovna, S. H. (2022). COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MASS MEDIA 
VOCABULARY IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK. Texas Journal of Multidisciplinary 
Studies, 15, 110-112. 

Musinovna, S. H. (2022). COMPARATIVE STUDY OF MASS MEDIA 
VOCABULARY IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK. Texas Journal of Multidisciplinary 
Studies, 15, 110-112. 

https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti


 

 
International Education Trend Issues 

Volume 3, Number 1, 2025 
https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti  

 

31 | International Education Trend Issues | this site and metadata is licensed under a  

 Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 

Musinovna, S. H. (2022). INZGLIZ TILIDA LUG'ATNI O'RGATISHNING 
TURLI USULLARI. BARQARORLIK VA YETAKCHI TADQIQOTLAR ONLAYN 
ILMIY JURNALI, 2(10), 89-92. 

Musinovna, S. H. (2023). A Paradigmatic Expression of the Category of Respect 
in English-Speaking Countries and Uzbekistan. AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SCIENCE 
AND LEARNING FOR DEVELOPMENT, 2(1), 76-77. 

Musinovna, S. H. (2023). LINGVISTIK HURMAT KATEGORIYASIDA 
NOVERBAL MULOQOT. Journal of new century innovations, 26(4), 127-129. 

Musinovna, S. H., & Mirxamidovna, M. G. (2022). Paremiological Units in 
Uzbek, English and Russian. International Journal of Formal Education, 1(10), 18-21. 

Musinovna, S. H., & Tadjibaevn, M. A. (2021). STRUCTURAL AND 
SEMANTIC CHARACTERISTICS OF PROVERBS. Евразийский Союз Ученых, (1-4 
(82)), 22-25. 

Musinovna, S. K. (2022). The concept of parema and paremiology. Miasto 
Przyszłości, 24, 256-258. 

Musinovna, S. K., & Alisherovna, M. B. (2023). USING SOMATISMS IN 
PAREMIOLOGICAL UNITS. 

Musinovna, S. K., & Madina, Y. (2023). OKRA AND ITS CHARACTERISTICS. 
SO ‘NGI ILMIY TADQIQOTLAR NAZARIYASI, 6(2), 78-79. 

Musinovna, S. X. (2023). INGLIZ VA O’ZBEK TILLARIDAGI O’XSHATISH 
ETALONLARI. Scientific Impulse, 1(9), 1302-1304. 

Musinovna, S. X., & Odiljonovna, T. D. (2023). INGLIZ TILIDA “BAXT” 
KONSEPTINING NAZARIY ASOSLARI. Scientific Impulse, 1(9), 1337-1339. 

O’zbekiston respublikasi Prezidentining 2012 yil 10 dekabrdagi Qarori. 
Oxojonovich, A. S. (2022). On the General Associative Aspects of Allegoric 

Symbols. Spanish Journal of Innovation and Integrity, 6, 424-428. 
Oxojonovich, A. S. (2022). On the General Associative Aspects of Allegoric 

Symbols. Spanish Journal of Innovation and Integrity, 6, 424-428. 
Oxojonovich, A. S., & Usmoilovich, A. Y. (2022). About the Problems of 

Language Teaching to Little Children. International Journal of Culture and 
Modernity, 14, 30-34. 

Porubay, I. F., & Sotvaldieva, H. M. (2022). ANALYSIS OF IT-RELATED 
LEXICON AND INTERNET COMMUNICATION. Thematics Journal of English 
Language Teaching, 6(1). 

Porubay, I. F., & Sotvaldieva, H. M. (2022). THE FUNCTIONS OF MEMES IN 
CONTEMPORARY INTERNET DISCOURSE. BARQARORLIK VA YETAKCHI 
TADQIQOTLAR ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 2(11), 171-181. 

Pramling Samuelsson, I., & Asplund Carlsson, M. (2008). The playing learning 
child: Towards a pedagogy of early childhood. Scandinavian Journal of Educational 
Research, 52(6), 623-641.    

Puentedura, R. R. (2006). Transformation, Technology, and Education. 
Hippasus. http://hippasus.com/resources/tte/ 

Richards, J. C., & Lockhart, C. (1994). Reflective Teaching in Second Language 
Classrooms. Cambridge University Press. 

Schön, D. A. (1983). The Reflective Practitioner: How Professionals Think in 
Action. Basic Books. 

https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


 

 
International Education Trend Issues 

Volume 3, Number 1, 2025 
https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti  

 

32 | International Education Trend Issues 

Sotvaldieva, H. M. (2020). ENGLISH PROVERBSAS A MEANS OF 
EXPRESSING PEOPLE’S WISDOM, SPIRIT AND NATIONAL MENTALITY. 
Theoretical & Applied Science, (2), 601-604. 

Sotvaldieva, H. M. (2021). Using proverbs as A lead-In activity in teaching 
english as A Foreign Language. Asian Journal of Multidimensional Research, 10(11), 
159-163. 

Sotvaldieva, H. M., & Masharipova, A. T. Expressive Means in Proverbs. 
Sotvaldieva, K., & Toshmirzayeva, D. (2022). COGNITIVE STUDY OF 

“HAPPINESS” METAPHORS IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK IDIOMS. Science and 
innovation, 1(B6), 914-919. 

Swain, M. (1985). Communicative competence: Some roles of comprehensible 
input and comprehensible output in its development. In S. Gass & C. Madden (Eds.), 
Input in Second Language Acquisition (pp. 235-253). Newbury House.    

Swain, M. (1995). Three functions of output in second language learning. In G. 
Cook & B. Seidlhofer (Eds.), Principle and Practice in Applied Linguistics: Studies in 
Honour of H. G. Widdowson (pp. 125-144). Oxford University Press.    

Tomlinson, C. A. (1999). The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the 
Needs of All Learners. Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 
(ASCD).    

Urmonova, M., & Mirzayeva, D. (2023). DETERMINATION OF THE 
CONCEPT OF “INTELLIGENCE AND UNINTELLIGENCE” IN ENGLISH AND 
UZBEK PROVERBS. Nazariy va amaliy tadqiqotlar xalqaro jurnali, 3(3), 91-96. 

Usmonova, U., & Sotvaldieva, K. (2022). COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF 
RUSSIAN AND ENGLISH PAREMIA WITH A COMPONENT OF ZOONYMS. 
Science and innovation, 1(B8), 870-876. 

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in Society: The Development of Higher 
Psychological Processes. Harvard University Press. 

Warschauer, M., & Healey, D. (1998). Computers and language learning: An 
overview. Language Teaching, 31(2), 57-71.    

Willis, J. (1996). A Framework for Task-Based Learning. Longman. 
О структурно-семантических особенностях вопросительных 

предложений в разносистемных языках  H Sotvaldiyeva, Ученый xxi века, 2017 
Сотвалдиева, Х. М., & Дадамирзаева, Н. (2018). Синтаксическая структура 

английских пословиц. Молодой ученый, (44), 306-307. 
Сотвалдиева, Х. М., & Каденова, Ж. Т. (2023). ПАРЕМИИ-

НЕОБХОДИМЫЕ ЭЛЕМЕНТЫ ОБЩЕНИЯ ЛЮДЕЙ. IQRO JURNALI, 3(1), 80-82. 
Сотвалдиева, Х. М., & Машарипова, А. Т. (2022). ОБУЧЕНИЕ ЧЕРЕЗ 

ПОСЛОВИЦЫ. In НАУКА И ПРОСВЕЩЕНИЕ: АКТУАЛЬНЫЕ ВОПРОСЫ, 
ДОСТИЖЕНИЯ И ИННОВАЦИИ (pp. 135-136). 

Сотвалдиева, Х. М., & Машарипова, А. Т. (2022). ОБУЧЕНИЕ ЧЕРЕЗ 
ПОСЛОВИЦЫ. In НАУКА И ПРОСВЕЩЕНИЕ: АКТУАЛЬНЫЕ ВОПРОСЫ, 
ДОСТИЖЕНИЯ И ИННОВАЦИИ (pp. 135-136). 
 

https://ijble.com/index.php/ieti

