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ABSTRACT 
Legal education for early childhood plays an important role in shaping legal 
awareness from an early age, which contributes to compliance with social rules in 
the future. This study uses a normative research method with a Systematic 
Literature Review (SLR) approach to identify and synthesise effective methods for 
teaching legal concepts in early childhood. This study analyses various previous 
studies that highlight Piaget's theory of cognitive development, Vygotsky's theory 
of social learning, and Gardner's concept of multiple intelligence in the context of 
legal learning. Several studies show that experiential learning-based approaches, 
gamification, mini-court simulations, and legal narratives are able to increase 
children's understanding of legal and social norms. A character-based approach 
and moral values, as affirmed by Lickona, have been proven to shape children's 
legal awareness more deeply. By compiling a conceptual synthesis of various 
pedagogical approaches, this study provides practical recommendations for 
educators and policymakers in designing more effective legal learning strategies 
for early childhood. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Legal education for early childhood is an important aspect of forming legal 

awareness from an early age, which ultimately contributes to the creation of a more 
law-abiding society in the future. Cognitive development theory (Piaget, 1999) shows 
that early childhood is in the pre-operational stage, where children begin to understand 
the basic concepts of norms and rules through concrete experiences. (Vygotsky, 1980) 
emphasising that social interaction plays a key role in children's learning, including in 
understanding legal norms. The study (Berk, 2018) shows that children who are 
guided through interaction with adults tend to understand the concept of social rules 
better. In addition, social learning theory (Bandura, 2003) emphasises that children 
can internalise legal behaviour through observation of authority figures who provide 
examples of compliance with rules. Recent research by (Walsh et al., 2023); (Alotaibi, 
2024)  showed that children who were taught legal ethics through educational games 
showed an increased understanding of the rules and their consequences. Meanwhile, 
the approach to character education (Lickona, 1992) underlines the importance of 
integrating legal values in the early childhood education curriculum to form a more 
legally aware attitude from an early age. 

The method of learning law for early childhood needs to consider their 
developmental characteristics, as affirmed by the theory of multiple intelligences 
(Gardner, 2011), which states that children have various ways of understanding 
information, including through visual, kinesthetic, and verbal approaches. The concept 
of constructivism (Bruner, J., 1960) emphasises that children can easily understand 
the law if it is given in a context relevant to their lives. Studies (Lee Jia Yee et al., 
2022); (Lundy et al., 2024) show that children understand the rule of law more quickly 
when given in the form of stories or role-playing that involve hands-on experience. 
Ecological theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1979) also emphasises the importance of the 
environment in shaping children's understanding of law, where the involvement of 
parents, teachers, and the community is very influential. Meanwhile, the experiential 
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learning approach (Kolb, 2014) showed that children more easily understood the law 
when they experienced firsthand the consequences of breaking the rules in a safe and 
controlled simulation. Recent research results from (National Academies of Sciences 
et al., 2023); (Marta Licardo et al., 2023) It supports that the experience-based method 
is more effective in instilling legal understanding compared to the traditional lecture 
method. 

The teaching of law for early childhood must also pay attention to the moral and 
ethical aspects that underlie the regulations in society. Theory of moral development 
(Lapsley & Yeager, 2013); (Cheng, 2020); (Kohlberg, 1981) shows that children are in 
the early stages of moral understanding, where they tend to obey the rules because 
of rewards and punishments. Based on the theory of self-regulation (Deborah L. Butler 
et al., 2013); (Xiaoshu Xu et al., 2024), children can learn to understand the rule of law 
better if they are taught how to control their behaviour in social situations. Research 
by Peterson et al. (2021) shows that ethical discussion-based learning programs can 
improve children's understanding of the reasoning behind the rule of law. The concept 
of moral education, according to (Larry Nucci, 2008) states that children need to be 
given an understanding of the difference between moral rules and social rules in order 
to develop more critical thinking about the law. In addition, cognitive and social theory 
(Schunk, 2012) states that children will understand the law better if they are given 
clear feedback about their behaviour. A recent study by (Inha, 2025); (Treiman et al., 
2017) revealed that value-based legal learning can shape the character of children 
who are more concerned about justice and the rights of others. 

Taking into account the various theories and research results above, an 
effective approach to teaching law in early childhood must be interactive, experience-
based, and consider aspects of children's moral and cognitive development. Based on 
these various theories and research, this article aims to explore effective strategies in 
teaching law to early childhood with an approach that is appropriate to their 
developmental stages. By implementing learning methods that are interactive, 
experiential-based, and involve their social environment, it is hoped that children can 
internalise legal values from an early age and build a strong legal awareness for the 
future. 
 

METHOD 
This study uses a normative approach with the Systematic Literature Review 

(SLR) method to analyse effective methods of teaching legal concepts in early 
childhood. (Babar & Zhang, 2009); (Babar & Zhang, 2009); (Tancred et al., 2018) state 
that SLRs allow for the systematic identification and synthesis of various previous 
studies, resulting in a more comprehensive understanding. This research not only 
collects relevant research but also evaluates its quality and contribution to the field of 
study (Grant & Booth, 2009); (Grant & Booth, 2009).  

In the context of legal education for early childhood, this approach is important 
to understand how the theory of cognitive development (Piaget, 1999) and social 
learning theory (Vygotsky, 1980); (Mello & Gobara, 2013) can be implemented in 
teaching practice. A recent study by (Tanaka & Matsuzoe, 2012) showed that game-
based methods and social interaction were effective in introducing the rule of law to 
children, while research (Ravaghi et al., 2023); (McCarthy & Zald, 1977); (McGovern 
et al., 2023) found that a legal narrative-based approach helps improve children's 
understanding of social norms. Inclusion criteria include research published in the last 
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10 years, which discusses legal learning methods for early childhood and contains a 
pedagogical approach based on child development theory.  
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
1. The Importance of Legal Education for Early Childhood 

Early knowledge of the law is very important in shaping children's social and 
moral awareness. The theory of moral development (Kohlberg, 1981) states that 
children learn about social rules and norms through progressive stages of moral 
development. Next (Piaget, 1999) emphasises that children's understanding of the rule 
of law develops from heterogenous to autonomous as they age. (Vygotsky, 1980) 
Social learning theory emphasises that interaction with adults and the surrounding 
environment greatly affects children's cognitive and moral development. (Lickona, 
1992) emphasising that moral value-based character education is the basis for 
building legal awareness in children from an early age. According to (Bruner, J., 1960), 
children learn through the gradual construction of knowledge, so the method of 
teaching law must be designed according to their cognitive development. 

Meanwhile, the theory of developmental ecology (Bronfenbrenner, 1979) 
emphasises that the social environment, such as family and school, plays an important 
role in instilling legal awareness in children. Research (Larry Nucci, 2008) found that 
children can understand the difference between moral rules and conventional rules if 
given real experience. A study by Peterson et al. (2021) shows that simulation-based 
methods are effective in teaching children about the rule of law in everyday life. In 
addition, research (Smith et al., 2006); (Xezonaki, 2022); (Lampropoulos et al., 2022) 
revealed that the use of digital media can increase the effectiveness of legal education 
for early childhood. 
2. A Contextual Approach to Legal Learning for Early Childhood 

Legal learning strategies for early childhood must be adapted to the context of 
their cognitive and social development. According to the theory of constructivist 
learning (Piaget, 1999), children build their understanding through hands-on 
experience so that the play-based learning approach becomes effective in introducing 
legal concepts. Active learning theory (Dewey & Sidney, 2008) also supports this 
method by emphasising the importance of children's involvement in the learning 
process. (Kolb, 2014) In the experiential learning model, it is revealed that children 
understand concepts better through activities that involve direct interaction with rules 
and laws. Social development theory (Vygotsky, 1980) showed that children learn 
more effectively through interaction with adults and peers in a supportive social 
environment. (Gardner, 2011) The theory of multiple intelligences emphasises that 
every child has a different learning style, so multi-method approaches such as 
storytelling, role-playing, and legal simulations can help them understand the rule of 
law better. Research by (Rahiem, 2021); (Abdel Majid & Al-Noaimi, 2024); (Catalano 
& Catalano, 2022) found that story-based legal narratives can improve children's 
understanding of social norms. A study by (Maria Hatzigianni et al., 2023); (Rachel 
Barr et al., 2024) shows that the use of digital technology, such as educational 
applications, helps children interactively recognise legal concepts. 
3. Effective Strategies in Instilling Legal Values and Awareness Early 

An early childhood law teaching strategy should include a variety of approaches 
that can improve their understanding of the rules and consequences of the law. 
According to the theory of experiential learning (Kolb, 2014), children learn better if 
they experience the rule of law firsthand through simulations or role-playing. (Lickona, 
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1992) emphasising the importance of character education in shaping values and legal 
awareness in children. (Bruner, J., 1960) stated that children learn more effectively 
through a scaffolding-based approach, where they are provided with gradual support 
in understanding complex legal concepts. The theory of moral development (Kohlberg, 
1981) Demonstrates that children can understand the concept of justice and rules if 
given concrete experiences that are relevant to their lives. Study by (Smith et al., 2006) 
(Larry Nucci, 2008) found that legal education associated with children's real 
experiences was more effective in instilling legal awareness than a theory-only 
approach. Research (Smith et al., 2006); (Xezonaki, 2022); (Lampropoulos et al., 
2022) shows that gamification-based methods improve children's understanding of the 
rule of law in a fun way. A study by  (Olga Chernikova et al., 2020); (Gul Pinar & Sibel 
Peksoy, 2016); (Andreta Slavinska et al., 2024) found that mini-court simulations can 
help children understand the legal consequences and the importance of justice.  
Discussion 

The results of the study show that legal education for early childhood plays an 
important role in shaping their social and moral awareness. Based on the theory of 
moral development (Kohlberg, 1981) and the theory of constructivism (Piaget, 1999), 
children go through a gradual process of understanding the concept of rules and legal 
norms. The application of experiential legal learning strategies, as suggested by 
(Vygotsky, 1980) in social learning theory, helps children internalise legal values more 
effectively. In addition, research by; (Xezonaki, 2022); (Lampropoulos et al., 2022) 
shows that simulation-based learning methods and the use of digital media can 
increase the effectiveness of teaching law in early childhood. Thus, the combination 
of cognitive and social development theories with innovative learning strategies can 
be a solution to building legal awareness from an early age. 

The contextual approach to learning law for early childhood also needs to 
consider the differences in their learning styles. As stated in the theory of multiple 
intelligences (Gardner, 2011), every child has a different way of learning, so methods 
such as storytelling, role-playing, and simulation can be used simultaneously to 
improve their understanding of the rule of law. Active learning theory (Dewey & Sidney, 
2008) and experiential learning models (Kolb, 2014) emphasise that children are more 
likely to understand legal concepts when they are directly involved in the learning 
process. A study by Maria (Maria Hatzigianni et al., 2023); (Rachel Barr et al., 2024) 
also supports the idea that digital technologies, such as educational applications, can 
be an effective tool in introducing children to legal concepts in a more interactive way. 
Therefore, the approach to learning law must consider a variety of methods that are 
adjusted to the child's cognitive development stage so that learning is more effective 
and interesting. 

In instilling legal values and awareness from an early age, various learning 
strategies must be applied systematically and continuously. Experiential learning 
theory (Kolb, 2014) emphasises that children need to experience the rule of law 
firsthand in order to understand its meaning better. Character education, affirmed by 
(Lickona, 1992), also plays a role in shaping legal awareness because children learn 
to understand moral and ethical concepts through social interaction. Research by 
(Xezonaki, 2022) and Lampropoulos et al. (2022) showed that gamification methods 
are able to improve children's understanding of the law in a fun way. In addition, a 
study by (Olga Chernikova et al., 2020); (Gul Pinar & Sibel Peksoy, 2016) revealed 
that mini-court simulations can help children understand the legal consequences as 
well as the importance of the value of justice in daily life. Thus, law learning strategies 
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that are interactive, experience-based, and incorporate technology can be an effective 
approach to instilling legal awareness in early childhood. 
 

CONCLUSION 
Legal education for early childhood is a strategic step in forming social and 

moral awareness from an early age. Based on various developmental theories, such 
as moral development (Kohlberg, 1981), constructivism (Piaget, 1999), and social 
learning (Mello & Gobara, 2013)), children learn to understand the rule of law through 
interaction with the environment and hands-on experience. Research shows that 
experiential learning approaches, such as simulations and role-playing, are more 
effective in instilling an understanding of the law than conventional methods. 

A contextual approach to legal learning is also an important factor in the 
effectiveness of teaching. The theory of multiple intelligences (Gardner, 2011) 
emphasises that every child has a different learning style, so multi-strategy methods, 
such as storytelling, gamification, and digital technology, need to be applied to 
optimise their understanding of the law. The results of the study show that the use of 
digital technology and mini-court simulations can increase children's involvement in 
understanding the value and consequences of the law in daily life. 

Thus, effective legal learning strategies for early childhood must be experience-
based, adjust to the stage of cognitive development, and use technology and 
interactive methods to increase children's absorption of legal values. The 
implementation of legal education from an early age not only builds strong legal 
awareness but also contributes to the formation of children's character as responsible 
individuals in society. 
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